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RONIT HERSHKOVITZ, owner
of the Safari Company, organiz-
es safaris to Tanzania, Zanzibar,
Zambia, Uganda and Kenya –
all from the confines of her
office in Tel Aviv. But her knowl-
edge is based on 25 years of
visits to Africa.

Hershkovitz has served as the
honorary consul of Tanzania in
Israel for 10 years, and now is
honorary consul of Zambia in
Israel.

In this special position she has
gained considerable knowledge
of what Africa has to offer,
which enables her to plan and
orchestrate high-quality tours –
which differ from the type
where one buys a ticket and fol-
lows an itinerary that is more
like a copy-and-paste schedule.

“What I believe, and what I
like, is to have the people with
different programs and build
the program around the peo-
ple, not to book different peo-
ple to the same program,” says
Hershkovitz. “I’m not compro-
mising for my clients, myself,
my team, and not with my
guides. You have to have a bal-
ance. We are a gate to Africa
with feeling, thinking, and
respect for other people and
other rules.”

Hershkovitz’s knowledge, con-
tacts, and above all, her 25 years
of experience in visiting and
planning tours to Africa, have
enabled her to harness a wide
net of local resources, including
hotel owners, tour guides and
community members.

For each tour, she is able to
select the best type of accom-
modations to suit the different
needs of her clients, all checked
and approved by her.

“If you design the safari-like
life, the secret is to find the bal-
ance,” says Hershkovitz, adding
that she adapts the itinerary
based on changing animal
migration, such as the impres-
sive wildebeest stampede.

“We try to bring value. I’m
not compromising. I don’t just
book you a hotel – anyone can
do that on the Internet. If you
value information and knowl-
edge, I have the best staff. It’s
not just a travel agency. It’s the
added value of personal service
and knowledge.”

With that expertise and
knowledge, the Safari Compa-
ny is able to offer wide-ranging
experiences, from campsites
high up on the Ngorongoro
Crater or near Sopa Lodge, a
large, African-style hotel, or
some in the savannahs like
Kuhama Camp and the exclu-
sive Camp Pioneer.

These “in-the-rough” experi-
ences contrast with the fairy-
tale-like accommodations that
are offered at the end of a
game drive experience in the
jungles of Zanzibar, an island
off the coast of Tanzania.

Safari-goers in Tanzania get
to witness different aspects of
the country – the safari; the
colonial-style coffee planta-
tions, such as the Arusha Cof-
fee Lodge and the Manor in

Karatu; and up close and per-
sonal contact with a few of
the 120 ethnic tribal groups,
all with their own dialect and
customs.

“I believe Africa isn’t just to
run after zebra and lions,
because we see so many. Visi-
tors expect to have an exciting
experience and you can find it
even in little things, like when
you wake up in the morning
and see all this green,” says
Hershkovitz. “To go for a horse
ride, smell nature, talk with
people, listen to others’ stories
– this is Africa, the balance
between nature, people, cul-
ture and the wildlife.”

– S.L.
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awaits you. Learn how to cut fresh coconut using your feet
like vice grips and heel the lateen sails on a hand-carved
dhow.

There’s nothing more calming than snorkeling side-by-
side with the majestic dolphins, turtles and rays skirting
with the colorful fish and coral of all shapes and sizes in the
Menai Bay Marine Conversation Area, off the coast of
Fumba, a village about 20 minutes from Stone Town. Expe-
rienced divers accompany you so you don’t have to worry.
Bring your underwater camera, and they’ll dive down and
get a few close-up shots for you. Ask Ronit Hershkovitz,
owner of the safari company, and the organizer of all its
tours, and she’ll explain how to get the true safari blue.

END THE day with a scrumptuous meal on a secluded island,
and then set-off full sail into the distant sunset back to shore,
feeling like a satisfied king.

Another recommended lodging is Stone Town in the old
city of Zanzibar. Built from limestone and coral, the intricate
narrow streets, door-to-door markets, souvenir shops and
mosques makes it a bustling, thriving, living city of conglom-
erate nationalities.

Before the 1964 revolution, Stone Town was predominately
Arab, a place where Africans worked but were not allowed to
live. The gates opened and closed by a pealing bell in the
mornings and afternoons. But over time, the city changed
and Africans started to live in town and marry Arab women.
Immigration from Africa, India and the Middle East solidified
this heterogeneous city of today. A symbolic bell still tolls
twice daily in the form of an electric siren, similar to the one
that announces the arrival of Shabbat in Jerusalem.

The people who live in Stone Town are unique in the way
they live, the way they share their love, and the way they
communicate. When you meet someone you immediately
know they live here. It’s a little bit different.

In one building you will find a few families living together.
These houses are quite big and all the kids play outside.

“There is a lot of magic in Stone Town, much more than
people think and know,” says Jason Barry, director of market-
ing, media and communications at Elewana Collection. “It
hides an entire world that we haven’t seen. A lot of the
things you will see, and how people are living, is how

ZANZIBAR ISLANDERS play checkers using bottle caps and a
hand-drawn checkered board along the road to the spice farms.


