
“And God said, Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind, cattle, and creeping things, and beasts of the
earth after the kind; and it was so” (Genesis 1:24)

N
o more will iguanodons be seen, or brontosaurus, or old diplodocus, or the dragons that flew like
birds, or the dodo that lost his power to fly. Gone are they all. But if a modern-day Garden of
Eden still exists, it’s the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania. It’s about as close to the Garden of
Eden one can get on earth today. The serene setting is stage to the most dramatic wildlife inter-
actions imaginable, with 700,000 animals. The park is ecstatically beautiful and excitingly enter-

taining. It’s like watching Wild Kingdom in real-time. No two days are the same. For that matter, no two
hours are the same.

It’s hard to express the magic of four-wheeling from place to place, spotting a cheetah and her newborn
cubs, and then racing to see a pride of 14 lions under one tree before they flee in search of their evening
prey, and on the way stop to see a pack of female elephants washing in the freshwater pools while a lone
patriarch walks off into the distance, only to see a rhino along the horizon – all in two hours’ time.

Tanzania is just one of those places. Once you experience the sensational safari menagerie, getting
up-close and personal with a few of the 126 African tribes, and the cherished Spice Islands of Zanz-
ibar, and last, but not least, seeing and climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, your soul will long to go back
time and again.

One of the best ways to go is via the Tel Aviv-based Safari Company, which recently brought a group
of hearty travelers to the African paradise.

“It’s one of those places I really didn’t want to go to but my wife talked me into it,” said Canadian
Craig Stancin, whom I met there. “Something put all these animals here. Everything is unique in the
ecosystem in that they are all dependent upon one another. It’s pretty spectacular. I’m glad we came.
We’ve been in many places in the world but this is by far one of the most beautiful places in the
world.”

Larger than Israel, the Serengeti ecosystem of vast plains, making up 1.5 million hectares of savan-
nah and covering the Masai Mara Game Reserve, the Serengeti National Park, Ngorongoro Conser-
vation Area, Grumeti Game Controlled Area, Ikorongo Game Reserve, Masaw Game Reserve and
Loliodo Game Controlled Area, is one of the most impressive nature spectacles in the world.

Passing the gates of the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, a massive caldera formed nearly three
million years ago following a volcanic collapse, is like passing into another world, in which the
animals are the natives. The NCA is often referred to as the cradle of civilization, with 30,000 ani-
mals from every species in the world, except two, encompassing some 8,280 square kilometers of
plains, forests, and lakes, all living harmoniously together.

The annual migration of two million wildebeests and hundreds of thousands of gazelles and
zebras, is followed by their predators. One of the most exhilarating and heartrending experiences
in the world is watching a wildebeest stampede. In the madness of the moment, calves get sepa-
rated from their mothers, and as soon as the mothers realize, they turn back, creating a two-way
chaos within a cacophony of calls.

TO EXPERIENCE the animals in a Serengeti safari, one needs an accomplished guide. I was lucky
to have a handsome scout from the Chugga tribe named Harlequin Mlay, who is not only a com-
petent driver, but has an intimate knowledge of the animals in the bush.

We were not allowed to get out of our cars in many places, but at a safe distance in the jeep,
it’s thrilling to see the bruchelli zebras, lions, hyenas, buffaloes, wildebeest, olive baboons, jack-
als, cheetahs, gazelles, eland, mountain reedbucks, Egyptian geese and great white pelicans, just
to name a few, hanging out together.

The first camp we stayed at was Kuhuma Camp, located in Ndutu in the southeast Serengeti
plains, a mobile camp put up for a few months according to the moves of the migratory animals.
We enjoyed a hot meal of spicy chicken followed by a 20-liter hot water “bucket” shower.
With the sweet serenading of nature, I gently dozed off to sleep in the most comfortable
bed and soft duvet in the middle of nowhere.
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